
A Note from our Pastor, Rev. Bill Russell 

November 2015  

Manual wind, automatic wind, and battery 

power are the basic ways watches are 

powered. If they don't get power, they 

don't work well, or at all.  Our spiritual 

lives are like watches: they need power.  

As we approach the holidays, don't let the 

power dwindle in your spiritual life. Don't 

let time and energy demands keep you 

from your prayer time, your Bible study 

time, your time of quiet reflection.  As 

Christians, if we allow our spiritual energy 

to wane, we don't function as well as 

Christ needs us to.  Be intentional this 

year. We all eat meals every day to be en-

ergized and remain healthy.  Don't forget 

to feed yourself spiritually, too.  

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Central is looking forward, as we 

do each year, to providing 

Thanksgiving Baskets for approx-

imately 12 Rachelôs Kids fami-

lies.   Please bring your food do-

nations for the Thanksgiving Bas-

ket on or by Sunday, November 

22th or you may want to donate 

money to purchase a turkey or the 

perishable items.  Thank you for 

your generosity!  



Spotlight on Giving  

On Sunday, October 4th, George Goodnight gave us the following Offertory story: 

The Chairman of the Board stood before the congregation and said "I have bad news, I have good news, and I 

have more bad news." The congregation got quiet and he said "The bad news is: the church needs a new 

roof!". The congregation groaned.  "The good news is: we have enough money for the new roof." A sigh of 

relief was heard through the sanctuary.  "The other bad news is: itôs still in your pockets!ò 

We have had to use that several times over the years and it reminds us of something the Missionary Jim El-

liott said: You are no fool to give up what you cannot keep, in order to keep what you cannot lose!   

IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THE  BANNER BY  E-MAIL 

 CONTACT GEORGE GOODNIGHT AT 901-497-4385 

or by e-mail at:   wesalsdadd@hotmail.com 

All contributions for the December Banner should be emailed or sent to  the Editor, John Bennett, 

at the Church Office by November 30th. Contact details are on the back cover. 

 

Editors Note 

Now this is Commitment 

Imagine the scenario. It is  Friday afternoon, Octo-

ber 23rd, and the hot water tank to the Fellowship 

Hall  kitchen has sprung a leak and is inoperative. 

The following day is our Autumn Evening event, 

the main fundraiser for our Church. We are going 

to  have to cater for up to 250 people. What could 

be done?  

Well, a team made up of Wesley Goodnight, Rob 

& Clay Artman and Floyd Scarberry arrived at the 

Church at 7:00 am with a new water tank, with all 

the fittings, and within several hours we were 

good to go. Now that is what I call commitment. 

From everyone at the Church, thank you so much 

for ensuring that hot water was available on the 

big day, the catering crew could do their job and 

this was a large part of making the event a suc-

cess. 



Local Events 

Property and Grounds 

When you have a few minutes the next time you are at church, take a 

walk-around and see some of the improvements that have been 

made.  

The stones in the Chapel Garden walkway have been reset into con-

crete and are no longer a safety issue.  Additional lighting has been 

added to the Garden to enhance the display of our church building. 

The lights in the stairwell leading up to first floor of the Educational 

Building have been replaced with brighter and more efficient LED 

lighting. The old lights came on when the mood struck, and made 

it difficult to navigate the stairs.  The old ceiling lights in Walker 

Hall have also been replaced with LED lighting. No longer do we 

have that "gloom and doom" atmosphere, but a more pleasant envi-

ronment for meetings and for our Clothes Closet.  The gas heater in 

Walker Hall is no longer working, and was becoming a safety issue 

during the winter months.  New electric wall heaters have been in-

stalled and should be operational  shortly. 

 

The restroom near the Walker Hall kitchen is almost complet-

ed.  The plumbers and electricians will be at Central the week of No-

vember 2nd to install equipment that will furnish hot water in the 

kitchen, the Walker Hall restroom, and (say a prayer) hot water in 

the restrooms on the first floor of the Educational Building. The re-styled Walker Hall Restroom 



Autumn Evening 

 

 

 

The 2015 Autumn Evening in Central Gardens was a glorious event and we want to thank all who 

worked tirelessly to present it.  Every portion of the event was beautiful:   

Ŀ        The food table was wonderful.  Thanks to all who helped with the food and to Micki/Rob Artman 

and their ñcrew.ò  

Ŀ         Daphne Brownôs Treasures Area was beautiful and well displayed.  Thanks to Daphne and all who 

donated, helped set up and sell the Treasures. 

Ŀ        The Wine Pull was extraordinarily successful this year with 55 wines sold.  Thanks to Shula and 

Russ Cangelosi for organizing it and all who donated wines, especially Jerry Marshall & Bridgett Sharpe 

who were so generous.  

Ŀ        The Auction items were fabulous with 236 items to be bid upon.  Thanks to all who collected, pur-

chased and donated items and especially to Carol/Floyd Scarberry who are mainly responsible for our 

success. 

Ŀ        The outside Garden area was beautiful and thanks to Mark Rutledge, Floyd Scarberry and John 

Rainey for their donations and work to have it ready and spectacular. 

Ŀ        The auction booklet was well prepared by John Bennett and his óhelpersô. Thanks  

To every person who helped to make our 2015 Autumn Evening in Central Gardens a tremendous suc-

cess we thank you!  Our profit to date is approximately $12,500 and these funds will be used to support 

Central and further the DWM mission work.   

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!   

Debra Goodnight 

The ñAvant-Gardeò panels, used to decorate 

the Chapel Garden, served as a sophisticated 

background to the outdoor dining area. 



DWM Luncheon and Business Meeting 

 

Sunday, November 8th the Disciple 

Women invite everyone in the church to 

stay for the DWM luncheon and the pro-

gram afterwards.  Daphne Brown will 

present a Thanksgiving Devotional and 

Debra Goodnight will lead a short evalu-

ation of the Autumn Evening.  All are 

welcome!  

Clothes Closet 

Board Meeting Report 
Colder weather is here and we have some warm 

jackets & coats to give out so we have planned 

a Clothes Closet give away for Saturday, No-

vember 21st from 9am to noon.   Workers will 

meet Friday night from 6pm to 8pm to ready 

Walker Hall for all our patrons.  We invite you 

to come & help if you are able. 

The General Board met on October 29th, with 

Mark Rutledge in the Chair. 

Richard Brown, as Financial Secretary, presented 

the accounts for September and reported that In-

come of  $13,489 exceeded Budget though this 

included $8,000 donated toward the cost of im-

provements to the Walker Hall Facilities and the 

electrics and water systems in the Education 

Building. Expenditure also exceeded budget due 

to these improvements so there was a surplus for 

the month of $2,448. 

Various matters were discussed,  including the 

improvements referred to above, the success of 

the Autumn Evening event, Thanksgiving Ser-

vice and Baskets and the Clothes Closet.  

The Budget, and proposed Officers for 2016, 

were held over to the next meeting. 

The meeting concluded with prayer at 8:30 pm. 

The Chairman, Mark, provided a chili, hot tama-

les and other refreshments for the meeting. 


